
                                                   Mannering Park     

                                     &                
                         Garths Point (Vales Point) 

 
Created/Published 

1913-1926   

For research and study 
M.Patten 



 
Edward and Sarah Garth arrived at Garths point in 1876 and Edward brought pos 70 on the 

14th of December 1876, they had their 3 children with them at the time named Murray, Lillias 

and David, and Sarah was pregnant at the time and gave birth to Benjamin in 1876 at Garths 

point. 

The Garth family had a piggery out on the point and the smoke house was twenty yards 

from the lake edge and their cottage was 50 yards back from the lake. 

 

 

 

 

 



On the 6th of November 1877 Edward and Sarah went to work around 8am and put their eldest child 

Murray in charge of his 3 younger siblings while they went to work in the bush, he was directed to 

watch the children while they were away working and to keep the fire going in the smoke house that 

had fish in it being cured. 

Part extracted out of an 1877 newspaper.   

 

At about 11 a.m., whilst the two other little children, Lillias and David Garth were away looking for a 

hen's nest, Murray Garth inadvertently lost   sight of his youngest brother for a few moments, at the 

time   when he went to pick up some chips for the fire in the smoke house. On his return to where he 

had left his brother   Benjamin near the smoke house, about twenty yards from   the edge of the lake, 

he could not see the baby anywhere, so he went and searched for him up at the cottage, then he ran 

down to the jetty—a plank with supports for the use of the boat. Here he saw his little brother lying 

in the shallow water with his face downwards, floating as if he had fallen in off the plank. The boy 

waded into the water and brought his little brother out, undressed him, immediately, and tried to 

bring him to bring him back to bring him to, but he could not, not knowing what to do at such a 

young age himself. 

Murry placed his little brother, in the cradle, in the cottage, and sat with his brother and sister 

outside, until about sundown, when the Edward and Sarah came home. 

The father, a respectable and intelligent person, went into Cooranbong on the following day 

(Wednesday), the 7th instant, and reported the death to Constable R. Gamble. At daybreak, on 

the   morning of the 8th, the coroner, Mr. Edward Reeve, with a jury of five householders, rode to the 

southern end of the lake, near to Warawiba, a very secluded spot, there being only one settler in the 

neighbourhood, on the western side of the lake, about eleven or twelve miles from Cooranbong. On 

arriving at Bridge's selection, on the west side of the lake, they saw Garth's boat taking the body 

northwards (up the lake), towards Cooranbong, for burial, decomposition having rapidly set in. This 

removal of the body before the inquest, appears to have taken place through some mistake on the 

part of the distracted father. The coroner and jury returned at once to Cooranbong, where, at about 

midday, (the body having been brought up by Dora Creek) the inquest was duly held at the 

temporary courthouse, and a verdict returned in accordance with the evidence. The testimony of the 

father was, of course, taken on oath, and the boy Murray was closely questioned by the coroner and 

the jurors; but he was too young to be sworn. The coroner having summed up, the foreman of the 

jury (Mr. T. Russell, the postmaster) said the jurors were quite satisfied that the child was accidentally 

drowned, but, nevertheless, deemed it their duty to state that they considered the parents were to 

blame for leaving the Benjamin for so many hours in the charge of so young a child. (End of extract) 

 

 

The story goes  that there was 2 children’s graves parrel to Marmion st in Mannering Park  but the 

grave was infact  where little Benjamin was buried for a short period of time as he had to be 

removed by his father for the inquest . 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

On the 16th of May 1878 Edward Garth brought pos 71  

 

 

 



Edward then sold both lots 70 and 71 to Henry James Corden in 1883 and Henry sold lots 

10,11,12,13,14.  

 

 On the 3 November 1894 Henry  went into a joint tenancy with Ellen Corden on both pos 70 and 71 

where they sold lot 5 in 1895 and lot 15 in 1898.  

 

Adelaide Vale brought pos 70 and 71 of Henry and Ellen on the 28th of November 1912, but on the 2nd 

December 1925 she placed  a mortgage on lots 20 to 30 and she then transferred lots 9,11 to Bessie 

Vinrace Vale on the 15th April 1926,  

On the 13 October 1943 Adelaide transferred lots 3 and 4 to James Vinrace Vale Junior and lots 

15,.16,17 to Clifford Vinrace Vale. 

On the 11th of May to Rupert Vinrace Vale lots 1 to 5 in sec D, and lots 55 to 60 and lots 5 to 10 in sec 

H. 

 

 

Some other history of Mannering Park 

On the 19th off August 1942 there was a caveat placed on lots 12 and 13 and there is a file saying 

construction for war service homes, but the caveat was removed on the 12th off November1942. 
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Nation Roads and Motorist Association  NSW  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Vale brought land Pos 99  on the  22nd of October 1924, he subdivided the land into 18 lots 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lot 1 then went from James’s vale to his wife in 1956 then Adelaide vale sold Lot 1 to Francis Leslie 

Kennedy  on 26th  February 1957. 

 

 

On the 16 April 1958 the old Vale house was unoccupied and was destroyed by fire, the index is in 

state archives, but unfortunately the file had not survived.  

In 1962 Lot 1 and 2 was made Crown land and this is where the school is now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), Friday 10 August 1917 

 
ON THE LAND. 

WASTE WOOD. 

The utilisation of waste, material is a difficult problem in most forest systems, 

in Australia, with plentiful BIIPHUCB of coal and a limited population, the 

waste in forest products is enormous, and under existing conditions it can only 

be remedied by finding uses for it in some other form. By scientific re- starch it 

has been demonstrated that wood material can be converted into pulp for the 

manufacture 

of paper by mechanical and chemical processes, and that by destructive 

distillation it can be made to yield by-products of value in the arts and 

Industries. The local Held for research in this direction is a wide one, in which 

practically nothing has yet been done, and it is intended under the : new forest 

policy to develop It systematically. In this connection the experiments of Mr. J. 

V. Vale, who has constructed a plant for the distillation of wood. on his estate at 

Mannering Park, Lake Macquarie, are of particular interest. 

The plant consists of a retort of wrought iron capable of treating a ton or more 

by wood measurement, leading from which is a three-inch conducting pipe to 

convey the fumes to a condenser, after twice passing through which they are 

conveyed through a four-inch pipe for a length of 10 feet to a j simply 

constructed trap, which enables season,- a ration of the acid in solution from the 

tar. About 80 percent, of acid and a small quantity of tar are recovered in this 

trap. After passing through the first trap the fumes are conveyed back a short 

distance and again forward to a second trap, in which a smaller percentage of 

acid and a larger percentage of tar are recovered. From this trap they again 

return about 16 feet by pipe to a second condenser, through which they twice 

pass, and are eventually allowed to escape in the form of carbonic acid gas to 

the air. This gas on leaving the pipe is easily ignited and may be used for both 

lighting and heating purposes. 

In the process of treatment, the retort is packed loosely with fairly dry ballots of 

waste wood, about 6ft 6in x in x 4in in dimensions. It is then closed up, smiled, 

and heated by burning wood fuel beneath and on each side of it, and in a very 

short period the process of carbonisation begins. After about one hour's 

treatment the first constituents, turpentine and water, begin to be given off. This 

is followed by a weak solution of acid, and when about half carbonised a richer 

solution of acid is obtained, and from this stage tar begins to flow with the acid, 

and gradually, increases in quantity until in the final stages of I'lirbniilsnllnn the 

principal constituent given off Is far alone. The length of treatment varies with 

the carbonising qualities of different classes of wood, but averages about 

fourteen hours per ton, and once the retort Is packed, sealed, and fired it 

requires very little labour or attention. A feature in the process is the regulation, 

of beating, in a way that will ensure the separation of various constituent to the 



best advantage. Taking a ton of wood as the standard the average yield of 

commercial by-products is Charcoal, about 30 per cent.; pyreigneous acid, 

about 60 gallons; wood tar, about B gallons; pitch, about 10lb. Only crude by-

products are obtained in this process, but they are readily saleable at values 

which make the enterprise a profitable one, and the field Is subsequently treated 

for the production of acetate, acetone, wood alcohol, etc., constituents which 

yield much higher value than that obtained for the acid in the crude form. The I 

Forestry Commission has arranged with Mr. Vale to conduct research work with 

his plant and process. Waste material will be' supplied by the commission on the 

alto free of cost, Mr. Vale to treat it in quantities of not more than one ton at a 

time In return for a fee of ss- 214, and the by-products he is able to obtain from 

it; and to supply the commission with the exact results and a sample of each 

constituent for qualitative analysis. This will enable research work in forest 

products to be conducted at a minimum of cost and without expense for plant. 

Some of the principal indigenous woods will soon be tested, and their relative 

values for the production of by-products ascertained. 

 

 



 

 



 

Mannering Park was also called Warrawiba and vales point was called Garth’s 

point in the 1800’s and early 1900’s till the vale family changed the name to 

Mannering Park and vales point, its also written in Benjamin’s death certificate 

as Warrawiba. 
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 Source Historical Aerial Photography | Geoscience Australia (ga.gov.au) and has been 

colorized. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ga.gov.au%2Fscientific-topics%2Fnational-location-information%2Fhistorical-aerial-photography%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0Olvm_sm1UIc0tmPeneQaBV2UYV4mxAadcCn78qy19W0GMnZUh3jnDFHY&h=AT1FCttkM3beQawaY-zVVbdrhCwzfHC2fApa8ij1wKsBid8Pwjh4hNFt2VGWpnZR5nZ9oud8EIkT_YZ1uEHUCXz3XwS6X7yz6iR2AcgRSv9fc_gBYhbpqRDqaXRjDz0pVQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3_9gnanfG_fMas7hF3O81V9AGmAFELguQEj7sa5D1--IeCdun7po4wZksmTnJWL4QFuJLdx5OJ35v6Y8wBlG_66RSpPL_fuzq3u6kW2Ou1TsHGH1kwqRctZJBustbnOouWUjz_VfPcyE_gC5ZVeQsp5oTIlgXE9YinpvemYVAcXesFVLF-SYWaUBHTxwanmKHNGZSvG9CWnwTxgFRtXT0


 

1900’s map 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


